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“Maria: Ina ng Misyon,  

Misyon ng Pagpapala” 
A Catechism on the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary of Manaoag 
 

CATECHISM OF THE MONTH by Br. June Edward D. Mercede 

 Devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary had 
already been part of our 
Catholic belief ever since the 
arrival of Christianity here in 
the Philippines. It was 
introduced to us through our 
ancestors by the first Spanish 
missionaries who brought the 
Christian faith into the islands in Visayas way back in 1500’s. From that time 
on, the devotion had spread throughout the different parts of our country 
which millions of devotees are devoutly praying asking for the intercession 
of our Blessed Mother to grant their petitions and prayer requests.   
 In this month of October, we are so blessed to celebrate the feast 
day of one of the most prominent and venerated images of the Virgin Mary 
found here in the North- the Our Lady of the Rosary of Manaoag. “Apo 
Baket” as she is fondly called by her faithful devotees is known to be 
Patroness of the town of Manaoag and the center of Marian devotion in the 
whole province of Pangasinan. Her origin as a beloved patroness is 
surrounded with a myth as mystifying as the lovely expression found in her 

face. History has it that the town itself was 
born from the Virgin’s call who appeared in 
one of its hilly parts where the people were 
so astonished and convinced to believe. It is 
said that one day, a young man heading 
towards his home heard a mysterious voice 
of a Lady calling him. He looked around the 
place and with great awe saw the radiant 
Lady bearing a Rosary on her right hand and 
a Child at her left standing on a cloud veiling 
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a treetop. The man fell on his knees because of such amazement of what he 
saw. Then with great conviction, he shared to his fellowmen that the lady 
appeared and wanted to build a church in that location. With the grace of 
her intercession, the people responded to her call to build the church in the 
place in honor of that lady who appeared to a young man living in the place. 
Thus, the term, “taoag” meaning “to call” was used to name the town. And 
through the passing of years, it quickly flourished and was called as 
“Manaoag”.     
 Apo Baket is truly an honorable and miraculous lady. Millions of 
devotees come to her shrine throughout the year in order to venerate her 
image and to ask her intercession in whatever intentions they ask for. 
People from all walks of life and almost all parts of the country flock to her 
to either thank her for the favors and graces they have received or to ask 
once more for her intercession to grant further favors and graces in their 
prayers. These were truthfully justified by the paintings along the walls of 
the Minor Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary of Manaoag, where the more 
known miracles attributed to her are depicted in giant wall paintings 
painted by the National Artist, Francisco Zarate.  

One of those miracles 
was about the story of a sick child 
from Binmaley who sadly died on 
the way to the Lady’s shrine. 
Nevertheless, his dead body was 
still brought before the feet of our 
Lady and unexpectedly the child 
was brought back to life again to 
the joy of his parents.  

Another well-known 
miracle also happened in 1697.  It 
was Easter Sunday when a giant 
fire had razed the whole town and 

immediately reached the church. People were already in great distress and 
panic because of the disastrous fire that devoured the town. Upon seeing 
the people, the Father Vicar namely Fr. Diego Ballesteros, hurriedly went 
inside the Church and grabbed the image of our Lady from the Sacristy. 
Addressing her impertinently that if she would not spare and put out the 
fire raging the town and the church, he would throw himself into the fire 
bringing with him her image so that two of them will be consumed. 
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Eventually, after saying those 
words, the flames in the 
sacristy were miraculously 
extinguished and the fire 
destroying the town had died 
out. However, when Fr. 
Ballesteros tried to put back 
the image in its place, he 
found out that he was not 
able to return the heavy 
image back to its pedestal. 
The image was only brought 
back to its place through the help of the four men who help to carry her 
back to the throne.  

These mentioned miracles are just some of the mystifying 
manifestations of Our Lady to all of us who believed in her and in her 
powerful intercession. Even in our personal lives surely, we have our own 
experience of the goodness and mercy of Apo Baket of which we continue 
to hold on through the years. Perhaps, it could be the source of our strength 
and inspiration why we still remain faithful and devoted to her. The devotion 
we showed to her might not be perfect and exact but what assures us is that 
we have our loving and merciful Mother who never gets tired of us despite 
our unworthiness and human frailties. We are so dear to her the same way 
that she manifested her maternal love and care to the Apostles and most 
especially to Christ, our Savior.   
 This year, we celebrate her October feast with the theme “Maria: 
Ina ng Misyon, Misyon ng Pagpapala”.  The Blessed Virgin Mary is the perfect 
example of a woman who was obedient and faithful to her mission despite 
her lowliness. She wholeheartedly offered herself in the mission of bearing 
the child Jesus in her womb and being the Mother of God.  Through her 
glorious fiat, she greatly blessed us and the world by conceiving our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who redeemed us from our sins. If there is someone who is so 
courageous and sincere in accepting a very noble mission, it is none other 
than the Blessed Virgin Mary. She willingly goes beyond her own self 
through giving up the future she initially planned; and wholeheartedly 
replied to the angel “Be it done unto me according to your Word ” (Lk. 1:38). 
Even from that time on, she already blessed us with a precious gift who was 
Jesus Christ himself.  The words she spoke were considered to be words of 
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blessing, for those were meant not only for her but for the goodness offered 
to us. Indeed, we can confidently say that our Mother unfailingly shows her 
maternal love for us more than we could ever deserve.  
 Being the Mother of God was not an easy mission for her. She was 
not even spared from any difficulties entailed in a life of mission. One of 
such difficulties is during the time when Mary Joseph traveled from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem, the town of David, in order to register in the first 
census during the reign of a new governor of Syria (Lk. 2:1-4). They needed 
to traverse the desert lands because Joseph belonged to the house and line 
of David whose town as mentioned was in Bethlehem. If you could try to 
imagine a pregnant woman journeying along the desert enduring the 
scorching heat of the Sun. Perhaps, if we try to do the same, we cannot even 
get a halfway of the trip. Certainly, it was really difficult for her especially in 
her situation. But, despite the risks of travelling, she eagerly goes along with 
Joseph. For the second time around, she never thought of her own self, 
rather, she sets first the need to fulfill her own mission. In other words, she 
thought for the good of the baby in her womb by securing him an official 
registration. Even though, he was the Son of God, Mary and Joseph had to 
register him as their son in order to spare him from any possible humiliation 
brought by the glorious conception that happened. Thus, what they have 
done was all part of their concern and care to Jesus.  

My dear brothers and sisters, 
in this feast of the Our Lady of the 
Holy Rosary of Manaoag, we are 
earnestly invited by her to be obedient 
and faithful in our mission in blessing 
the world with our presence. We are 
all pilgrims here on earth and we 
altogether journey towards one 
destination which is the Kingdom of 
God. As pilgrims journeying on a long 
road, we shall never leave behind 
other people just because of our 
differences with one another. But we 
are called to accompany one another 
by blessing them with our capabilities 
especially with our presence. What I 
mean here is that we must always 
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think not of our own interests but we strive to help other people especially 
those who are in great need. Like Mary in her fiat, she did not think of her 
own plans in life but she wholeheartedly submit herself to God to become 
the “Theotokos” who is the Mother of God, Jesus Christ. And by that act of 
submission, she offered a blessing for us in the person of Jesus Christ as our 
Savior. 

In addition, like Mary and Joseph in their efforts to secure an official 
registration for Jesus, may we also learn to take care of one another as we 
journey towards our destination. We all know that during this time of 
Pandemic, lot of people became vulnerable and hopeless in living their lives. 
May we not neglect or forget them, instead, we should strive to do our best 
to uplift and comfort them in their undertakings as part of our mission to 
bless.   

Lastly, like Mary who always think of her Son, may we also think of 
Jesus Christ by putting his presence in the center of our lives. We all know 
that we cannot fully live out our lives if we don’t have the presence of God 
within us. As St. Augustine puts it, “My heart is restless until it rests in you 
my God”.  He is the only source of our lives. We draw our strength from him 
and through him. And hopefully, we find the perfect place for Christ in our 
hearts so that we can see the fullness of our lives and of our being as 
humans. Let us always remember that Mary always points to Jesus as his 
Son and our Savior. Through Mary we can deeply know and believed in Jesus 
Christ as our Lord and Savior. Ad Iesum per Mariam! 
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i 
St. Therese of the Child Jesus 

CATECHISM by Br. Henry Eduardus Biduman 

Marie 

Therese Martin, the youngest 
of five daughters, was born 
on January 2, 1873 in Alencon, 
France. Her father, Louis, was 
a watchmaker, and her 
mother, Zelie, was a lace 
maker who died of breast 
cancer in 1877 when Therese 
was four. Therese is a 
cheerful young lady who was 
adored by her father, who 
referred to her as the "little 
queen”. 

Therese moved to Lisieux with her family after her mother died. Her 
four older sisters all became nuns. Pauline, Therese's older sister, entered 
the Carmelite monastery in Lisieux when she was ten years old. It was 
extremely difficult for Therese since it was Pauline who had taken on the 
role of her "second mother," caring for her, teaching her, and doing 
everything a mother would do for her child. 

She desired to enter the Carmelite monastery so that she could 
spend her days working and praying for people who did not know or love 
God. But she was too young at the time. As a result, she prayed and waited. 
She even dared to ask the Pope for permission directly. Finally, when she 
was fifteen years old, she was granted special permission by Pope Leo XIII 
to enter the Carmelite monastery in Liseux. 

She attained a high degree of holiness by performing her ordinary 
daily duties with perfect fidelity. “God doesn't want us to do this or that; He 
wants us to love Him," Saint Therese once said.  So, Therese tried to always 
love.  

Therese died on September 30, 1897, at the age of twenty-four, after 
only nine years as a nun. She had tuberculosis (TB), which made her 
extremely ill. "My God, I love You!" were her final words. Therese was 
canonized in 1925 by Pope Pius X. She is known as Saint Therese of the Child 
Jesus or Saint Therese "the Little Flower”. She is the patroness of missions 
and florists. Therese became the third woman to be honored with the title 
of Doctor of the Church on October 19, 1997. 

01 
OCTOBER  
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Holy Guardian Angels 
 

CATECHISM by Br. Dionisius Christ Widiawan 

Every human 
soul has a Guardian 

Angel who protects us from both spiritual 
and physical evil. This has been shown 
throughout the Old Testament, as in the 
Psalm 90:11 which says "For he hath given his 
angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all 
thy ways.” - and was made very clear in the 
New. It is written that the Lord Jesus was 
strengthened by an angel in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, and that an angel delivered St. 
Peter from prison in the Acts of the Apostles. 

But Jesus makes the existence and 
function of guardian angels explicit when he says, "See that you despise not 
one of these little ones: for I say to you, that their angels in heaven always 
see the face of my Father who is in heaven." (Matthew 18:10). In saying this 
Jesus points out that all people, even little children, have a guardian angel, 
and that the angels are always in Heaven, always looking at the face of God 
throughout their mission on earth; which is to guide and protect us 
throughout our pilgrimage to the house of our Father. As St. Paul says, "Are 
they not all ministering spirits, sent to minister for them, who shall receive 
the inheritance of salvation?"  (Hebrews 1:14). 

However, they guide us to Heaven only if we desire it. St. Thomas 
Aquinas wrote that angels cannot act directly upon our will or intellect, 
although they can do so on our senses and imaginations – thus encouraging 
us to make the right decisions. In Heaven our guardian angels, though no 
longer needing to guide us to salvation, will continually enlighten us. 
Thomas Aquinas also agreed with Honorius of Autun and believed that it 
was the lowest order of angels who served as guardians.  

St. Bernard of Clairvaux encourages us to affectionately love our 
angels as counselors and defenders whom appointed by the Father and 
placed over us. They are faithful; they are prudent; they are powerful; Let 
us only follow them, but let us also remain close to them, and in the 
protection of the God of heaven let us abide.”  

02 
OCTOBER 
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One in Christ 

REFLECTION on 27TH  Sunday in Ordinary Time (Mk 10:2-16) 
 by Br. Cornellius Liewangsa Putra Herman 

  

Lately, more people are getting sick 
with their marriage with Christ. They seem to 
have a bad relationship with Him. On their 
verdict many are testifying that they are, 
unfortunately, disappointed with God. 

Most people really regard Him in high 
esteem, in a really high standard. They pray all 
the time, petition Him all the time, saying, 
“God please help me”, notwithstanding the 
fact that they never helped God or even helped 
their neighbors. Others simply wrangled with 
God when things go wrong, saying “Jesus, you 
never understand me!” Maybe, that simply 
happens because you never understand God! Sometimes, when things go 
bad, they simply criticize God: “God! Why are you silent? Listen to me!” I 
wonder, perhaps God will say something along this line: “Son, have you ever 
listened to me?”   

True, you may argue with God all day along. But Jesus never 
complained to you about your evil deeds and sins. He even permitted man 
to argue with God! Do you know the reason? Yes, it is because your hearts 
were hard that Jesus allowed you to do that!  

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, remember this well: “Ask not 
what Jesus can do for you – ask what you can do for Jesus,” Do not forget 
that he died on the cross for our sins.  He already sacrificed himself as “A 
man laying down his life for his friends!” (John 15:13) And there is no greater 
love than a man who did this! 

I tell you, even though you will not provide for Him everything nor 
lay down your life for Him, but because of God’s love, and because of the 
man’s persistence, He will still listen and give you as much as you need. 

We are all "the bride of Christ!" Just as husband and wife are to be 
"one flesh" (Eph. 5:31), we ought to be one with Christ. Just as Christ loved 
the church and gave Himself up for her (Eph. 5:25), thus we are obliged to 

03 
OCTOBER 
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love Christ and give ourselves to Christ. For as Christ nourishes and 
cherishes the church, He nourishes, cherishes, and tenderly cares for us, 
His own flesh. (Eph. 5:29)  

For God has said in the 
Scripture: “As the Father has 
loved Me, so have I loved you. 
You are My friends and I no 
longer call you servants, for a 
servant does not understand 
what his master is doing.” (John 
15:14) 

Now you know what to 
do and you understand what you should do. So go now! Go in peace and 
love Him all the more, glorifying the Lord by your life! 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
 

CATECHISM by Br. Hengky Padaunan 

 
Giovanni Francesco Bernardone was born at Assisi in 

1182. Francis was the son of Pietro di Bernardone, a cloth merchant, and Pica 
de Bourlemont, a noblewoman from France. His father wanted him to 
become a businessman. But Francis preferred a military Career. At the age 
of nineteen, he joined a military expedition against Perugia. He was taken as 
a prisoner at Collestrada, spending a year as a captive. In 1205, Francis 
enlisted in the army of Walter III, Count of Brienne. When he arrived with 
the army, he had a vision from God telling him to turn around and go home, 
“return to Assisi, this is not your life”. This marked the end of his military 
career as he headed back to Assisi. Next, Francis went on a pilgrimage to 
Rome. Upon arrival, Francis donated all of his money to the church and 
traded his fine clothes for clothes a beggar would wear. Then he came back 
to Assisi.  

One day while riding through the countryside, he met a leper. 
Despite the appearance and the smell of the leper, Francis jumped down 
from his horse and kissed the hand of the leper. When his kiss of peace was 
returned, Francis was filled with joy. As he rode off, he turned around for a 
last wave, and saw that the leper had disappeared. He always looked upon 
it as a test from God and he had passed. 

04 
OCTOBER 
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On a certain morning in 1208, 

probably 24 February, Francis was 
hearing Mass in the chapel of St. Mary 
of the Angels. The Gospel of the day 
told how the disciples of Christ were 
to possess neither gold nor silver, nor 
scrip for their journey, nor shoes, nor 
a staff, and that they were to exhort 
sinners to repentance and announce 
the Kingdom of God. Francis was 
inspired to devote himself to a life of 
poverty. In the beginning there were 
11 brothers who followed his example 
to serve the poor. According to 
tradition, on April 16, 1210, the 
Franciscan Order or the Order of 
Friars Minor (OFM) was officially founded. It was approved by Pope 
Innocent III.  

Francis was known for his love of nature and animals. It is said that 
one day he was talking to some birds when they began to sing together. 
Then they flew into the sky and formed the sign of a cross. The other story 
is, there was a vicious wolf in a town that was killing people and sheep. The 
people of the town were frightened and didn't know what to do. Francis 
went to the town. Francis made the sign of the cross and told the wolf not 
to hurt anyone else. The wolf then became tame and the town was safe. 

In 1224 he received the special grace of the stigmata. Francis 
became ill and spent the last few years of his life mostly blind. He finally 
embraced “sister death” on October 3, 1226. On 16 July 1228, he was 
pronounced a saint by Pope Gregory IX.  

The special celebration of his feast in the liturgy of the Order of 
Preachers expresses the bond which exist between the Friars Minor and the 
Friars Preachers, based upon that bond which existed between the 
founders. According to tradition, in 1221 in the house of Cardinal Ugalino, 
later Pope Gregory IX, in Rome, St. Francis met with St. Dominic. St. 
Catherine of Siena said that, “truly Dominic and Francis were two pillars of 
the holy Church: Francis with the poverty, that was his hallmark and 
Dominic by his learning.” 
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Our Lady of the Rosary 
CATECHISM by Br. Geofrey Roderic Evan Kaba 

The Roman Catholic Church celebrates the 
yearly Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary every October 7. The Feast have also 
been known for centuries by the alternative title of “Our Lady of Victory” in 
honor of a 16th-century naval victory which secured Europe against Turkish 
invasion. This victory the Church credits to Our Lady of the Rosary. 

In 1453, troops from the Turkish Ottoman Empire had invaded and 
occupied the Byzantine empire, bringing a large portion of the Christian 
population under a version of Islamic law. Over the next hundred years, the 
Turks expanded their empire westward, conquering and asserting their 
power.  

In 1571, three Catholic powers — Genoa, Spain, and the Papal States 
— formed an alliance called the Holy League, to defend their Christian 
people against the Turks. The Holy League’s fleets sailed to confront the 
Turks near the west coast of Greece on October 7, 1571.  

In preparation for battle, crews on more than 200 ships prayed the 
rosary, and Christians throughout Europe joined them in prayer, gathering 
in churches to invoke Mary’s protection.  

Some accounts say that Pope Pius V was granted a miraculous 
vision of the Holy League’s stunning victory. All but 13 of the nearly 300 

Turkish ships were captured or sunk, and 
the pope attributed the navy’s victory to 
the intercession of Our Lady, instituting 
the Feast we celebrate today.  

In 1671 the observance of this Feast 
was extended by Clement X to the whole of 
Spain, and somewhat later Clement XI, 
after the victory over the Turks gained by 
Prince Eugene in the Battle of Petrovaradin 
on 5 August 1716 on the Feast of Our Lady 
ad Nives, or also known as the feast of Our 
Lady of the Snows, commanded the feast of 
the Rosary to be celebrated by the universal 
Church.  

07
6 

OCTOBER 
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St. Louis Bertrand  
CATECHISM by Br. Joevandro Alguter Triandi Putra 
 

 
St. Louis Bertrand was born on the 

1st of January 1526 in Valencia, Spain. He 
was born in Valencia to Juan Bertrand and 
Juana Angela Exarch. Through his father, 
he was related to St. Vincent Ferrer, a 
thaumaturgus or wonder worker of the 
Dominican Order. At an early age, he 
conceived the idea of becoming a 
Dominican Friar, but despite the efforts of 
his father to dissuade him, he was clothed 
with the Dominican habit in the Convent of 
St. Dominic, in Valencia, on the 26th day of 
August 1544. He took the profession and 
was eventually ordained to the priesthood in 1547 by the archbishop of 
Valencia, St. Thomas of Villanova. 

He spent most of his ministry in his native place. However, he is also 
renowned for his missionary work in Colombia, Panama, and the Lesser 
Antilles from 1562 to 1568 and was credited in baptizing many Native 
Americans. He was first assigned to the territory of New Granada of which 
he found the native language as difficult to understand. He prayed for the 
gift of tongues, and his prayer was answered, for the natives understood 
him and were converted. When attacked by an armed man in Colombia, he 
made the sign of the cross over the gun and it was transformed into a 
crucifix. The apostolate among the Caribs furnished the occasion to make 
manifest the Divine protection which constantly overshadowed the 
ministry of St. Louis Bertrand. A deadly draught was administered to him by 
one of the native priests. Through the Divine intervention, the poison failed 
to accomplish its purpose. Therefore, in his iconography, he is depicted by 
a chalice with a snake because of this attempted poisoning.  

He had filled many offices in the Order, most notably that of master 
of novices. By the practice of outstanding virtue, self-denial and penance, 

09 
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he furnished his novices a perfect model for their imitation. He is the 
Dominican Order’s patron saint of the novitiate. 

In 1580, He fell ill and was carried down from the pulpit of the 
Valencia cathedral. He died on the 9th day of October 1581 and was 
canonized by Pope Clement X in 1671. His feast day is observed on October 
9. 

Jesus looked at him  
and loved him 
REFLECTION on 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Mk 10:17-30) 
by Br. Joevandro Alguter Triandi Putra 

In 
today’s Gospel, we hear about the 
rich man who came to Jesus. He ran 
up, knelt before Him and asked, 
“Good teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” It seems that 
this man was impressed by the 
preceding incident in which Jesus 
embraced and blessed children and 
said that the Kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these children. 
So, this rich man wanted to know 
also what conditions he must fulfil 
to have a share in the kingdom of 
God.  

We see that this rich man has a good disposition at the beginning. 
He ran up! Imagine, he was in a hurry to catch up with Jesus, to discover 
what should he do to enter God’s Kingdom. Then Jesus answered him 
saying, “obey God’s commandments”. He looked very confident and replied 
to Jesus’ answer, “Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth." We 
must not suppose that this man asked the Lord, to trap Him. Neither did he 
wish to impress Jesus with his life with a lie. We believe that he confessed 
with simplicity how he had lived which is evident through Jesus’ reaction 
toward him. If, however, he had been guilty of lying or dissimulation, by no 
means would Jesus, after looking on the secrets of his heart, have been said 
to love him. 

10 
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It is written that Jesus looked at him, loved him and said to him, 
"You are lacking in one thing. Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor 
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." You might 
wonder, How Jesus could love this young man? He did not even follow the 
admonitions given to him by Jesus. According to St. John Chrysostom, 
Christ loved him for his past behaviour and his strict observance of God’s 
commandment. (S. Chrysostom in Catena Aurea by St. Thomas Aquinas) 

Brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, we could see a stark contrast 
between the rich man’s feeling in the beginning and the end. He started 
enthusiastically and eagerly to find the answer to what should he do to have 
a share in the kingdom of God. After he got the answer to observe God’s 
commandment, he claimed immediately that he had observed it. But it was 
not enough to inherit eternal life. Thus, Jesus looked at him, loved him and 
said he lacked one thing. Jesus knew all he did and all his virtues in observing 
God’s commandment, but Jesus wanted this man to follow Him. He said, 
“Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me.” At that statement, his face fell, and he went 
away sad, for he had many possessions. 

To inherit means to receive as an heir. In this context, this rich man 
asked what must he do to inherit eternal life. Then the next question would 
appear, who has this eternal life? It is God. St. Paul emphasized that eternal 
life is not merely something to be earned, but a gift from God, as in Romans 
6:23: "the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord." Therefore, my brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, we 
should not focus on the inheritance of worldly things but on the gift of 
eternal life. God looks at us and loves us. He knows the deepest secret and 

longing of our heart. He 
alone can fulfil them. Thus, 
brothers and sisters, follow 
God in our lives. Let us 
detach ourselves from all 
attachments that hinder us 
to attain our ultimate goal, to 
be united with God, our 
creator forever.   
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St. Teresa of Jesus 

 CATECHISM by Br. Cornellius Liewangsa Putra Herman 

 

St. Teresa of Jesus or St. Teresa of 
Avila was a virgin and doctor of the Church. 
She was born in Avila, 28 March 1515, and was 
raised as the third child of Alonso Sanchez 
and Beatriz Davila. She was well educated at 
home by her parents, where she developed 
her love for the Holy Mother Mary and the 
saints. At the age 17 her father resisted her 
entry into religious life, so she left without 
informing anyone and entered the Carmelite 
Order. Teresa longed for a deeper 
relationship with God, but due to the laxity of 
convent life in those days, she struggled to 
reconcile her desire to live for God with other relationships that kept her 
from devoting herself completely to Him. 

Teresa’s conversion, which actually occurred over a period of four 
years, set her on a new pathway that led her to an intimate experience of 
God, a God she came to perceive as a beloved Friend. In prayer, God poured 
out His love on His daughter, who had become a willing and open vessel as 
she surrendered totally to her Lord and King. Teresa’s indomitable love for 
God made her determined to give her all, willing to overcome any obstacle 
to do what God asked of her. She set about reforming the Carmelite Order, 
establishing convents throughout Spain where religious would live 
according to the zeal spirit of Carmel. This movement later resulted to the 
establishment of the Order of the Discalced Carmelites. 

Teresa died in 1582 at the age of 67. In 1622 she was canonized, and 
in 1970 Pope Paul VI declared her a Doctor of the Church, the first woman 
ever to be so recognized. She is the patron saint against headaches, against 
sickness, for lace makers and the patroness of Spain. The faithful celebrate 
her feast day on October 15. 
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Dare to be a Servant 
 REFLECTION on 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Mk 10:35-45) 
by Br. Geofrey Roderic Evan Kaba 

 As we all know, 
James and John (actually Peter also) 
were close disciples of Jesus. They 
are always included in several 
important events of Jesus, one of 
which is the Transfiguration. 
However, in the Gospel today, it was 
told that they made Jesus felt a little 
disappointed. Why?? That's because 
it turned out, they have ambitions to 
achieve a high status or position in 
their lives. They asked Jesus to allow 
them to sit on His right and left in 
His glory. And this shows and proves 
to us that their motivation to follow 
Jesus is not entirely pure and 
sincere. They are still thinking about 
the reward they will obtain if they follow Jesus. 

Jesus did not forbid them to have a desire to become special or 
great people, who would later rule together with Him in His Kingdom. 
However, he firmly reminded them that the position relating to glory and 
power that they wanted, would not bring them to various privileges or 
convenience in life, as they thought and imagined. But it will bring them to 
humiliation and service, which really demands sacrifice or in other words, 
they have to carry their cross just like Jesus did. 

Those who hope or desire to receive the glory in the kingdom of 
God are called to be humble and ready to serve God and others. As we all 
know, Jesus Himself is the Son of God. However, because of His generosity, 
he came down to earth, became man, and was willing to serve and give His 
life as a ransom for the salvation of His people. In the kingdom of God, those 
who want to be the greatest and the first must be willing to be servants for 
everyone. 
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In our daily 
lives, we often compete 
for power, honor, or 
great position that come 
along our way. And that 
is really normal and 
there’s nothing wrong it. 
On the contrary, it will 
only be wrong, if we use 
our power or position to oppress people and demand them to serve and put 
our own interests first. We forget, that to be the greatest and the first, we 
must be servants to others. Not ruling, but serving, not receiving but giving 
wholeheartedly. As disciples of Christ, we are called to live like Him, so that 
in the end we too may be glorified with Him. 
 

 
St. Luke the Evangelist  
CATECHISM by by Br. Febrian Martinus Malage 

On October 18, Catholics and other Christians 
around the world will celebrate the feast of St. Luke, the physician, and 
companion of St. Paul whose gospel preserved the most extensive 
biography of Jesus Christ. Luke came from the large metropolitan city of 
Antioch, a part of modern-day Turkey. In Luke's lifetime, his native city 
emerged as an important center of early Christianity. During the future 
saint's early years, the city's port had already become a cultural center, 
renowned for arts and sciences. Historians do not know whether Luke came 
to Christianity from Judaism or paganism, although there are strong 
suggestions that Luke was a gentile convert. 

Educated as a physician in the Greek-speaking city, Luke was 
among the most cultured and cosmopolitan members of the early Church. 
Scholars of archaeology and ancient literature have ranked him among the 
top historians of his time, besides noting the outstanding Greek prose style 
and technical accuracy of his accounts of Christ's life and the apostles' 
missionary journeys. He was a doctor and it is believed that he might as well 
be a slave, as it was not uncommon in his day for slaves to be educated in 
medicine so the family would have a regular doctor. 
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Luke was an 
evangelist, author of the third 
gospel. He never met Christ in 
person, but in his Gospels, he 
says that he learned about 
Jesus by speaking to 
eyewitnesses about the events 
of Jesus' life, death, and 
Resurrection. Hearing these 
stories helped Luke become a 
believer, and he wrote his 
gospel to let others know and 
love Jesus. Luke is a doctor and 
he travelled with Saint Paul on 
his second missionary journey. 
Paul referred to Luke as a 
“beloved doctor” (Colossians 
4:14). Because he cares about the needs of other people's bodies, Luke is the 
patron saint of doctors. He is also the patron saint of artists as it is believed 
that he painted the famous portrait of Mary, our Blessed Mother. In the 
Gospel of Luke, we learn how to love and care like Jesus. Some of the most 
famous stories Jesus told are found in Luke's Gospel: The Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:29-37) and the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-42).  

The symbol of Luke's Gospel is the ox, an animal that was often 
sacrificed as an offering to God in ancient times. In his writings about Jesus, 
Luke reminds us of the great sacrifice Jesus made to save all people through 
His death on the cross and His Resurrection. Luke is also the author of Acts. 
In Acts, we learn about the coming of the Holy Spirit; the works of the 
Apostles, especially Saint Paul; and how the Church grows in the world. He 
is the only person said to have remained with Saint Paul during his 
imprisonment and until his death. 

We celebrate Saint Luke's service to the Church every year on 
October 18th. We remember that his gospel continues to help us know and 
love Jesus. Luke's Gospel also reminds us to look for ways to imitate Jesus 
by reaching out to help our brothers and sisters in need. 
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St. John Paul II 
 CATECHISM by Br. Michael Satria Abi Dileyon 

In the 
Polish town of 

Wadowice, 35 miles southwest of 
Krakow, a baby boy named Karol Jozef 
Wojtyla was born on May 18, 1920. He 
went on to become Pope John Paul II, 
history’s most well-travelled pope and 
the first non-Italian to hold the position 
since the 16th century.  

In 1942, aware of his call to the 
priesthood, Karol Wojtyla began courses 
in the clandestine seminary of Kraków. 
He was ordained alone on the Feast of All 
Saints in 1946.  

After teaching in the Jagiellonian 
University for approximately five years 
and having been appointed to the Chair of Ethics at the Catholic University 
of Lublin, Fr. Wojtyła was consecrated auxiliary bishop of Kraków on July 4, 
1958. He was the youngest bishop in the history of Poland.  

Bishop Wojtyła attended the Second Vatican Council beginning in 
1962, where he provided vital support to the seminal documents of the 
Council. Soon after, he was elevated to the College of Cardinals. Then, 
Cardinal Wojtyła was elected Pope on October 16, 1978, and took the name 
John Paul II. He went out to the entire world with a vigorous missionary 
spirit and embarked on 104 apostolic journeys to 129 different countries. 
Regarding his writings, Pope John Paul II’s doctrinal legacy is one of the 
most magnificent in the history of the Church. It includes 14 encyclicals, 15 
apostolic exhortations, 11 apostolic constitutions and 45 apostolic letters. 

On May 13, 1981, Pope John Paul II was the victim of an attempted 
assassination in St. Peter’s Square. Shocking the world, he exhibited 
extraordinary love and forgiveness when he made a personal visit to his 
assailant, Ali Agca, in Rebibbia Prison in 1983. Suffering from the weakening 
effects of Parkinson’s disease, the aftereffects of the wounds from the 
attempted assassination, multiple surgeries, and the loss of his voice, Pope 
John Paul II expressed in his last days the mystery of the Crucified Lord. He 
died during the first vespers of Divine Mercy Sunday, April 2, 2005, at 9:37 
p.m., right after he had uttered his final audible words, “Let me go to my 
Father’s house.” 

Pope Benedict XVI beatified Pope John Paul II, while Pope Francis 
canonized Saint John Paul II on April 27, 2014 
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 What do you want Me  
to do for you? 
REFLECTION on 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Mk 10:46-52) 
by Br. Hengky Padaunan 

 We just heard that Jesus 
was in Jericho and Jesus healed a 
blind man. St. Mark tells us the 
name of this man. His name is 
Bartimaeus. If we notice, Jericho is 
close to Jerusalem. In fact, at that 
time, the destination of Jesus was to 
go to Jerusalem and pass-through 
Jericho. This is interesting because 
before Jesus suffered in Jerusalem, 
he wanted to free a man from 
suffering. 

The blind people suffer 
physically and emotionally. The eye 
is an essential organ for our body. 
Without eyes, we could not see how 
beautiful a flower is. A blind man may know that the sun rises in the east and 
sets in the west, but he could not see how beautiful sunrises and sunsets are. 
A blind man could not see the face of his family and cannot even see his own 
face. These are some things that no one wants to experience.  

We see in the Gospel today that Bartimaeus experienced all these 
things. Bartimaeus walks during the day but he feels like night in the desert 
without light. Blindness forced him to be a beggar. It means that his life 
depends on people’s compassion. That is why a crowded place is a perfect 
place for begging. Bartimaeus was on the side of the road. While people pass 
in front of him, he asks for money.  

Now, we find that Bartimaeus was in a different case of begging. He 
was no longer begging for money. Rather, when Jesus passed by, he asked for 
mercy. Jesus replied, “What do you want me to do for you?” This is a beautiful 
opportunity for Bartimaeus to ask for anything. Bartimaeus did not ask for 
money nor food, rather “Master, let me see again”, and his request was 
granted. For Bartimaeus, the moment of healing is a transition from a life 
filled with darkness to a life that sees the light. I am sure that the first 
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glimmer of light that he saw, was Jesus himself, the source of light for our 
lives. 

I think everyone is just like 
Bartimaeus. We sit and wait for Jesus on 
the side of road. Jesus always passes in 
front of us in our daily lives. “What do you 
want me to do for you?” The same 
question is given by Jesus to us. Everyone 
wants to receive what Bartimaeus 
received. But, without realizing it, we 
actually receive more than Bartimaeus. 
The moment of encountering Jesus on 
the road was really a special time for 
Bartimaeus, where he was healed from his 
blindness. But for us Christians, the 
moment of encountering Jesus happens 
each time we attend the Mass. The Holy 
Eucharist is the most special and precious 
time we can have, where we are healed from sin. Yes!!! We receive more, 
because of the Holy Eucharist. 

The Holy Eucharist is the light for Christians. I think we have to truly 
be grateful for this, because in the Eucharist we, like Bartimaeus, can tell 
Jesus, “God have mercy on us, Christ have mercy on us”. God truly has mercy 
on us by giving us His own body.  

“What do you want me to do for you?” Answer this question in our 
heart. I hope that with our answers, we can also transition our life from 
darkness into light.  

Sts. Simon and Jude  
 CATECHISM by Br. Aloysius Gonzaga Alfiyando Syahnafi 

Simon was a cousin of Jesus and also the 
brother of the apostles James the Lesser and Jude 
Thaddeus. He was called a Zealot to distinguish him 

from Simon Peter, and because he followed the Zealot sect which is a Jewish 
fanatic sect who even became a rebel against Roman rule. But after 
following Jesus, his life changed, and he only believed that the most 
important thing in his life was to follow Jesus and his teachings. Zealot itself 
can be interpreted as the diligent or the overflowing spirit. 
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The title Thaddeus given to Jude means the Brave one. Jude (or it is 
stated Judas – not the Iscariot) is recorded by his name in the Gospel of John 
14:22-23 as the disciple who asked Jesus at the Last Supper: "Lord, why did 
you reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?" Jesus answered: "If anyone 
loves me, he will keep my word and my Father will love him and we will 
come to him and live with him." The tradition of calling him “Jude” rather 
than the Scriptural  “Judas” is to avoid confusion between the two which 
Judas is the betrayer one. 

There are few writings that narates story of their lives. It is said that 
after receiving the Holy Spirit along with the other apostles on the day of 
Pentecost, Simon went to Egypt to preach the gospel, while Jude preached 
the gospel in Judea, Samaria, Idumea, Syria, Mesopotamia, and Libya. The 
two met in Beirut in the year 65 AD, in the Roman province of Syria. It was 
there that the two were finally murdered and died as Christ's Martyrs. 

St. Jude is known as the patron saint of “difficult or hopeless things.” 
The faithful often turns to prayer for help when it seems that there is almost 
no hope at all in their troubles. Often, God answered their prayers because 
of the help of this apostle's prayer. There is a Novena that is beautiful and 
full of spiritual power addressed to the Apostle Jude Thaddeus. 

Let us imitate the spirit and holiness of the lives of these two 
apostles. 
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 Which is First of All The 
Commandments? 
REFLECTION on 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time (Mk 12:28-34) 
by Br. Dionisius Christ Widiawan 

In 
Mark 12:28-34, a scribe 
approached to Jesus and asked, 
“which is first of all the 
commandments?”  In a sense, he 
is asking, “which commandment 
is the critical one? You know, the 
thing I should be focused on.”  
Jesus’ answer is crystal clear. 
First, love God. Second, love your 
neighbor.  There is no wiggle 
room in it. He doesn’t just say 
love God. But, he says to love 
God with your heart, your soul 
and your mind. That is your 
body, your spirit, and your intellect. Everything that you are is called to love 
and serve the Lord. 

God should be the center of 
everything and should be the priority before 
everything else. By spending time with the 
Lord, and inviting him into our lives, we 
become aware that God is not distant. We 
are not on our own. He is intimate, and he is 
near.  We have no hope to follow Jesus’ 
command to love him, if we do not spend 
time getting to know and becoming aware of 
him. If you want to love God, you have to 
pray. Not once in a while. Not just at meals 
or even at mass. You need to pray every day 
and throughout each day. St. Paul tells us to 
pray without ceasing (1 Thes 5:17.) It means 

we should be so comfortable in prayer that in every moment we are seeking 
to be connected to the Lord, and be open to his voice in our lives. 
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But how 
can we love God, 
while we can not 
see Him directly 
after a such 

intimate 
relationship 

through prayer?  
Love God with your 
entire being.  But it 
doesn’t end there. 
Second, Jesus says,” 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Our calling is to always show 
charity to our neighbor, because God is present in them. By sharing and 
giving care to others, we also proclaim our love for God. We are not merely 
present to tolerate each other. Jesus does not only call us to be polite. He 
calls us to love the way we would want to be loved. That means when we 
see someone in need, we act the way we would want someone do unto us if 
we are in need. We can quibble about the best way to help someone, but we 
must agree that one thing love can never do is to ignore others. 

Jesus invites us to maintain the divinity of our souls, in which the 
image of God is represented. Thus, to build a sincere loving heart and an 
honest charitable life, make us to be true Christians. 
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Dominican Blessing 

May God the Father bless us, 
may God the Son heal us, 
may God the Holy Spirit enlighten us 
and give us eyes to see with, 
ears to hear with, 
hands to do God’s work with, 
feet to walk with, 
and mouth to preach the word of salvation with, 
and the angel of peace, 
to watch over us and lead us 
at last, by the Lord’s gift, to the kingdom. 
Amen. 

 
 
Your BINHI 

Do you know that BINHI is also available in digital version? 
Go green and click www.manaoagminorbasilica.org/binhi-reflections  
to get the latest issue! 

Always on the move? Don’t worry, we’ve got you covered! 
Stay tuned to 102.7 FM Manaoag Dominican Radio  
for BINHI reflections and catecheses! 

We are open for comments and suggestions 
for the improvement of the BINHI publication.  
Drop a message and let us know!  
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