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BINHI is the official monthly publication of the novices  
of the Dominican Novitiate of the Annunciation  
at the Minor Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary of Manaoag.  
Featured in it are the reflections of the novices on the Sunday Gospels  
of the current month, short catechesis regarding our faith,  
and the lives of selected saints, especially that of the Dominican Order.  
BINHI aims to aid the faithful nurturing the seed of the Word of God  
by providing practical and relevant points to reflect on.
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Born for a Mission;  
A Catechesis on the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

CATECHISM OF THE MONTH by Br. Humphrey Francois N. Astibe 

We are all born for a mission. Every human being born in this world 
has their own special calling, has a mission to fulfill. Every newborn child is 
a new hope; every life from God is a gift. We all have roles to play for the 
betterment of the human race. We were never born just to die. We were 
born to live and to give life. Birth and mission always come together. 

 The Catholic Church celebrates 
September as the birth month of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The origin of this 
Feast can be traced back to Palestine, 
going back to the consecration of what 
is presently known as the basilica of St. 
Ann in Jerusalem. At Rome, the Feast 
began to be kept toward the end of the 
7th century, brought there by Eastern 
monks. Gradually and in varied ways it 
spread to the other parts of the West in 

the centuries that followed. From the 13th century on, the celebration 
assumed notable importance, becoming a Solemnity with a major Octave 
and preceded by a Vigil calling for a fast. The Octave was reduced to a simple 
one during the reform of St. Pius X and was abolished altogether under the 
reform of Pius XII in 1955. The present Calendar characterizes the Birth of 
Mary as a "Feast," placing it on the same plane as the Visitation. For some 
centuries now, the Birth has been assigned to September 8 both in the East 
and in the West, but in ancient times it was celebrated on different dates 
from place to place. However, when the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception (which has a later origin than that of the Birth) was extended to 
the whole Church, the Birth little by little became assigned everywhere to 
September 8: nine months after the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception.1 

 
1 Catholic News Agency, Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
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Saint Augustine explained 
that the Blessed Virgin Mary’s 
nativity is as an event of cosmic and 
historic significance, and an 
appropriate prelude to the birth of 
Jesus Christ. According to him, “She 
is the flower of the field from whom 
bloomed the precious lily of the 
valley,”. The Church celebrates her birth as the dawning of salvation. After 
humanity’s long wait for the promised Messiah. His mother was finally born. 
The little girl born of Joachim and Anne is to be the Mother of Christ, the 
Mother of God. This is her mission. This is her calling. 
 What is our mission in life? What is our calling? Generally, there are 
four types of calling – four types of vocation. First is the calling to a married 
life. People called for this type of vocation has a mission to love their spouse 
and this love shall bear them a child whom they will also have the mission 
to nurture and love. Second is the calling to single blessedness. They are the 
people who choose not to marry for the sake of their profession and/or 
their responsibilities, like doctors or teachers who opt not to marry for 
them to dedicate their time in helping the sick or teaching their students. 
Or like titas who chose not to marry in order to help their pamangkins. Their 
mission is to love others by helping them and giving their time to them. The 
third is the calling for priesthood. This is a special and divine vocation for 
men who are called to offer themselves in the service of the Church 
specifically in administering the sacraments. Their mission is to love as an 
Alter Christus, Another Christ. And the fourth type of vocation is the calling 
to the religious life. This is a unique and divine vocation for men and women 
who are willing to offer themselves entirely to Christ. Their mission is to 
love through the charism or way of life that the congregation or the order 
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to which they belong lives. Aside from these general vocations, we still have 
our own specific vocation, mission, or purpose in life. 

God destined each of us for a mission and a purpose in life, it is up 
for us to discover and fulfill it. Just a tip for you, in order to know where God 
is calling you, find the vocation which will lead you best to Heaven. We have 
one common mission and that is to love. The way on which how we will love 
will be our specific mission and the best and most suitable way for us to love 
is our vocation.  
 Mary’s Mission was never easy. There were a lot of things that she 
wasn’t able to fully grasp or understand during her lifetime; but as Luke tells 
us in his gospel, she kept all these things in her heart. Our mission will also 
never be easy. There will also be a lot of things that we won’t be able to fully 
grasp or understand. But just like what Mary did, let us learn to keep these 
things in our hearts. Again, Mary’s mission was never easy. This month, 
specifically on September 15, we will also celebrate the memorial of Our 
Lady of Sorrows. Our Blessed Mother endured a lot of pain and suffering in 
her fulfilment of her mission as mother to the Redeemer. The devout man 
Simeon even said to her, “A sword will pierce your own soul…” She suffered 
a lot in order for her to fulfill her mission but she never gave up. We, too, 
will endure a lot and suffer a lot in our mission. But like Mary, we must 
persevere because our common mission is to love and loving always hurts. 

 For the young people out 
there, I invite you to discern 
your calling. Identify your 
mission. What is your 
purpose in life? For those 
who still are having a hard 
time finding their purpose in 
life, just ask yourself: what 
kind of love can you give? 

What vocation will lead much easier to Heaven? It’s never too late to fulfill 
your call. As long as you breathe, you can do your mission. There are two 
most important events in your life; the day you were born and the day you 
found the reason why you were born. For those who already found their 
calling, persevere in your mission, persevere to love. You are born for a 
mission. You are born to love. Mary was born to be the Mother of God. How 
about you? What is your purpose in life? 
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St. Gregory the Great 

CATECHISM by Br. Dionisius Christ Widiawan 

St. Gregory was 
born in the year 540 

in Rome. He became the prefect of the 
same place before he was 30. After five 
years in office he resigned, then founded 
several monasteries on his estate, and 
became a Benedictine monk. Ordained a 
deacon in 579, Gregory became one of the 
pope's seven deacons, and served six 
years in the East as papal legate in 
Constantinople. In 585, He was recalled to 
become abbot of St Andrew and served as 
a deacon, and at the age of 50 was elected 
pope. He succeeded Pope Pelagius II.  

Gregory made immediate reforms as Pope. He asserted and 
strengthen clerical chastity in the Roman Church, he also forbade taking 
money for services, and ransomed prisoners of the Lombards and protected 
Jews from persecution, and console victims of plague and famine. He also 
possessed a missionary zeal. He planned the conversion of England and sent 
40 monks from his own monastery.  

He is also known for his reform of the liturgy, and for strengthening 
the true doctrine. This occurred when Eucharistic miracle happened. When 
Pope Gregory was distributing Hosts during a Mass and noticed a woman 
who helped to make the hosts was laughing. This disturbed him much and 
so he asked what was the reason of her conduct. The woman answered that 
the she did not believe that the hosts she prepared became the Body and 
Blood Christ in the Mass. Then St. Gregory, who heard her answer didn’t 
give her Communion and prayed that God would reveal the truth to her. 
Just after the prayer, the pope saw some consecrated Hosts were changed 
into real flesh and blood. After saw this miracle, the woman cried and 
repented. 

St. Gregory lived in a time of unending strife and difficult situations, 
which were caused by the invasion of Lombards and unpeaceful 

03 
SEPTEMBER 
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relationship with the eastern church. When Rome itself was under attack, 
he dialogue with the Lombard’s king and ask him to end the assault. One of 
his books, that concerns pastoral care and speaks on the duties and qualities 
of a bishop, was influential for centuries after his death. He restored 
awareness that bishops’ role is mainly as physicians. Thus, their main duties 
were preaching and the exercise of church’s discipline.  

Gregory was a magnificent preacher. In his own preaching, Gregory 
was skilled at applying the daily Gospel to the needs of people of his time. 
Along with Augustine, Ambrose, and Jerome, Gregory has been given a place 
as Latin Doctors of the Church. 

 
 

“I See, I Hear, I Speak & I-Phone”  
 

REFLECTION on 23RD  Sunday in Ordinary Time (Mk 7:31-37) 
 by Br. Henry Eduardus Budiman 
 

In light of today's gospel, I'd like to focus on 
how small children want to be close to Jesus, to listen to Him, and to be 
heard by Him. This is also related to the story of Jesus healing a deaf man 
with a speech impediment. I'd like to think about this on three levels. 

Level 1: Do you 
open your ears to hear 
the voices of those 
pleading for help and the 
groans of those around 

you in need of assistance? Or do we close our eyes and become deaf? Have 
we used our mouths to speak well, positively, to promote the good, and to 
have the courage to speak up for our ideas or innovations that benefit 
others? 

Level 2: Do we want to be a good listener? We not only want to be 
heard, but we can also be good listeners to others who feel the same way. 
Wasn't it in the above-mentioned event of healing by Jesus that the first 
impairment healed was deafness, followed by speech impediment? Does 
this also imply that we should listen more than speak, not talking much 
without listening and insisting on being heard by others? Or are we simply 
silent when we should speak or express our opinions? For example, when 
there is silence in a meeting, and after a decision has been made, we secretly 
express our dissatisfaction with the meeting's outcome. Isn't silence in the 

05 
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meeting a sign of agreement and, therefore, it is only appropriate to carry 
out the meeting's decision with full and sincere loyalty and commitment?  

Level 3: Most importantly, what are our ears used for? The answer 
is to listen. To who? To the voice of others’, yes, but most of all, to God's 
voice. We want to hear God's voice when we pray. We want to hear God's 
voice in His word. And what can we do with our mouths? To respond in the 
liturgy of the Eucharist. To sing praises to God in church. At Mass, to praise 
God with an exclamation of praise. 

Hopefully, the three points about deafness and stuttering 
mentioned above will help us reflect. We can pay attention to something 
positive if it exists. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary  
CATECHISM by Br. Hengky Padaunan 

 The feast of the nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a unique 
celebration in the Catholic Church. Ordinarily, the celebration of the feast 
days of the saints are celebrated on the date their death as this is truly their 
"die natalis", the day remembered as their birth into everlasting happiness, 
their birth in Heaven. Besides Jesus, The Catholic Church celebrates the 
birthdays of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. John the Baptist. One of the 
reasons is because they were already holy since their very birth. 

Every year the Catholic Church 
celebrates the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
on the fixed date of September 8, nine months 
after the December 8, where we celebrate the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception. The 
Scripture itself does not record this 
celebration, but other documents and 
traditions describing the circumstances of her 
birth are cited by some of the Christian writers 
of the first century of the Church. The earliest 
known record of the birth of Mary is found in 

James' Protoevangelium. The document of James' Protoevangelium 
explicitly tells the story of the birth of Mother Mary.  

08 
SEPTEMBER The Nativity of                      
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 Her father, Joachim, was a wealthy member of one of the Twelve 
Tribes of Israel. His wife’s name was Anne. The story of saints Joachim and 
Anne is very similar to the story of Abraham and Sarah. They were very 
grieved for they did not have a child. They prayed devoutly and fasted. One 
day a messenger of the Lord appeared to her and said: "Anne, Anne, the Lord 
God has heard your prayer. You will conceive and give birth, and your child 
will be talked about all over the world."  
 Joachim and Anne received more abundantly than Abraham and 
Sarah. For as an angel revealed to Anne, that all generations would honor 
their future child. After her birth, her mother made a sanctuary and did not 
permit anything profane or unclean to pass the child's lips. On her first 
birthday, Joachim gave a great banquet and invited the high priests and all 
the people of Israel. Joachim presented the child to the priests, and they 
blessed her: "God of our fathers, bless this child and give her a name which 
will be on the lips of future generations forever." 

When the child turned three years of age, the parents brought their 
child to be offered to God through the priest, according to their promise to 
God.  

Who Do You Think 
Jesus Is? 
REFLECTION on 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Mk 8:27-35) 
 by Br. Aloysius Gonzaga Alfiyando Syahnafi 
 

On this Sunday, Jesus and His disciples set 
out for the villages of Caesarea Philippi. As they 
were walking, Jesus asked His disciples, "Who do 
people say that I am?" Maybe he also wanted to 
know what people think and say about Him. The 
disciples answered: “Some say John the Baptist. 
Others say you are Elijah or one of the prophets.” 
Jesus then shifted the focus. He asked: "But who do 
you think I am?" Of course, Peter answered the 
question. He simply said: "You are the Christ." 

Then Jesus began to teach His disciples. 
However, the words he spoke must have shocked 
the disciples. He told them that the Son of Man 

12 
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would suffer and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes. 
He would then be killed. But he would rise after three days! Imagine what 
was in the minds and hearts of the disciples when they listened to Jesus. 
They must have been shocked, anxious, and scared. And what did Jesus 
mean when he said: “He will rise again on the third day?” 

Peter could not bear to hear all this. He took Jesus aside and 
criticized him for saying all these wild things. Jesus looked directly at his 
disciples, and then he turned to Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! You 
are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do!” 

Jesus said to the disciples: “Whoever wishes to come after me must 
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.  For whoever wishes to save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the 
gospel will save it.” 

Today 
Jesus asks us: 
“Who do you 
think I am?” Take 
a moment and 
seriously ask 
yourself: Who do 
I think Jesus is? 
Who is He to me? 

Was he just a man who lived more than 2,000 years ago? Or is Jesus real to 
me? Ask yourself: How did Jesus and His teachings and example of self-
sacrificing love influence my daily choices and actions? Is the impact 
significant? Or is it small? 

Before answering and reflecting on these questions, let us back to 
the second reading of today. “Demonstrate your faith to me without works, 
and I will demonstrate my faith to you from my works”, said Apostle James 
(cf. James 2:18). The challenge of the Apostle James on the inconsistency 
between faith and action is a challenge that is directed to every believer. 
Faith that is a mere black-on-white thing or mere confession is meaningless 
and dead (cf. James 2:17). Confession of faith should be shown by concrete 
actions. Works and actions are the fruit of faith. Fruitful faith is based on 
the encounter, fellowship, and confession of Jesus who is the Messiah, the 
Christ. (cf. Mk 8:29b). 
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Recognition of Jesus as the Messiah means that we put the mindset 
and attitude of life in harmony with God. God the Father saves man through 
the person of Jesus, His Son, in a different way from human thought. The 
path of salvation is traversed by suffering and the cross of death. The totality 
of God's love is demonstrated by Jesus in complete self-giving. 

Answering Jesus' questions can make it clear to us who Jesus is to 
us today! Hopefully, we will repeat Peter's response: “You are the Christ.” 
And acknowledging Jesus as Lord Savior and Christ insists on us to express 
the same attitudes and actions as Jesus did. Faith in Jesus means acting and 
working like Jesus Himself, who healed, blessed, and saved us. 

 
 

Exaltation of  
the Holy Cross 
 CATECHISM by Br. Geofrey Roderic Evan Kaba 

Every September 14, the Universal Church 
celebrates the Feast of the Exaltation of the 
Cross. At first, this Feast, was intended to 
commemorate the discovery of the cross of 
Jesus, by Saint Helena, mother of the Roman 
Emperor Constantine. According to tradition, 
the diggers found three crosses, but they could 
not determine which was the cross of Jesus 
and which was the cross of the two criminals 
who were crucified with Him. Finally, they got 
a brilliant idea. They brought a dying woman 
and a body of a dead man, and then, the 
three crosses were placed over them. The 
first and second crosses had no power at all. 
However, when the third cross was placed over the dying woman, the 
woman was soon healed. And once again, when the cross is placed over the 
body of a dead man, he came back to life. From these two extraordinary 
events, they immediately knew, which was the cross of Jesus.  

In celebration of the discovery of the Holy Cross, Constantine 
ordered the construction of churches at the site of the Holy Sepulchre and 
on Mount Calvary. Those churches were consecrated on September 13 and 

14 
SEPTEMBER 
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14, 335 AD, and shortly thereafter the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross began to be celebrated. The Feast then slowly spread from Jerusalem 
to other churches, until in 720, the celebration was universal. 

In the early seventh century, the 
Persians conquered Jerusalem, and the Persian 
king Khosrau II, seized the True Cross and 
brought it back to Persia. However, after 
Khosrau was defeated by emperor Heraclius II 
and died in 628, the True Cross was returned 
to Jerusalem by emperor Heraclius. Tradition 
says that he carried the Cross on his own back, 
but when he attempted to enter the church on 
Mount Calvary, a strange force stopped him. 
Patriarch Zacharias of Jerusalem, seeing the 
emperor struggling, advised him to take off his 

royal robes and crown and to dress in a penitential robe instead. As soon as 
Heraclius took Zacharias' advice, he was able to carry the True Cross into 
the church. 

For some centuries, a second Feast, the Exaltation of the Cross, was 
celebrated on May 3 in the Roman and Gallican churches, following a 
tradition that marked that date as the day on which Saint Helena discovered 
the True Cross. However, Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, from the very 
beginning, is still celebrated on September 14.  

 
St. John Macias  
CATECHISM by Br. Joevandro Alguter Triandi Putra 
 

 
St. John Macias (March 2, 1585 - September 16, 1645, feast day – 

Sept. 18) lived in Lima, Peru at the same time as St. Martin de Porres and 
only 5 years after the death of St. Rose of Lima.  Originally from Spain, St. 
John Macias first met the Dominicans at the age of 16 but was told in a 
revelation that he wasn’t to enter yet.  Later, he travelled to the New World, 
and at the age of 35, he entered the Dominican convent of St. Mary 
Magdalene in Lima (St. Martin was in the convent of Santo Domingo, known 

18 
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also as Holy Rosary) as Co-operator brothers were called lay brothers then. 
He worked as a porter and doorkeeper for his friary for over 20 years. 

While many historians might try to avoid talking about miracles and 
the supernatural and look solely at the heroic sanctity of the saints, 
sometimes it is good to look at how God can work through scientifically 
unexplainable ways.  And even though St. John Macias was not known to be 
a miracle worker like many saints, he still lived a life full of supernatural 
graces. 

For instance, he was attacked by demons from the moment that he 
entered the Order; he had visions of St. John the Evangelist throughout his 
life, he would disappear when the overly curious or wealthy were looking at 
him, and he was visited by many of the souls whom he had liberated from 
Purgatory (he is said to have freed more than a million through his prayers 
and sacrifices – talk about devotion to the souls in Purgatory). 

He was well known 
mainly for two things during his 
life.  First, he was known to love 
the Rosary, which he began to 
pray as a child in Spain while he 
shepherded his uncle’s flock of 
sheep.  He would pray the 
Rosary constantly, especially 
when he had some free time.  
Secondly, he was known for his 
generosity to the poor, there 
were about 200 people whom he 
fed every day. He was greatly 
aided in this by his little donkey that he sent through Lima. The donkey, 
knowing his route perfectly, would travel through the streets and come 
back with benefactions for the poor. Often the donkey would stop at certain 
locations and make loud noises so that the people inside their homes would 
come out to make their donations. 

St. John Macias was beatified together with St. Martin de Porres in 
1837 by Pope Gregory XVI. He was canonized in 1975 by Pope Paul VI. 
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Embracing Our  
Childlike Personalities 
REFLECTION on 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time () 
by Br. Michael S. A. Dileyon 
 

On the Solemnity of our father, Saint Dominic, some of the brothers 
and I went around the city of Pontianak to give some food to the needy. At 
the place near the traffic light, we stopped and looked for someone who 
needs the food. In front of our car, we saw three little boys strolling around 
while selling snacks to the drivers and passengers. We opened our window, 
and instead of buying something from them, we offered them the food we 
brought. They received it with a big smile and expressed their gratitude. 
Then, one of them said to the other, “Uncle, may we get some for our Mama 
and Papa?” Upon hearing those words, we were startled. These little 
children did not only think of themselves but also their parents. Their 
altruistic deed had spontaneously come despite their young age. And so 
without any hesitation, we gave them more food for their families. 

During the time of 
Jesus even until today, 
children were considered as 
nobody. They are customarily 
seen as powerless and 
voiceless in the society, but 
Jesus looked at them 
differently. For Him, children 
are not only great blessings 
but are notable in the 
kingdom of God. For he 
himself said, “Let the children come to me; do not prevent them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Amen, I say to you, whoever does 
not accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it” (Mk 10:14-15). 
Furthermore, in today’s gospel, Jesus added, “Whoever receives one child 
such as this in my name, receives me; and whoever receives me, receives 
not me but the One who sent me.” (Mk 9:37).  

Jesus took a child and placed it amid the disciples because they 
were arguing along the way about who was the greatest among them (Mk 

19 
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9:34). He wanted to make the small child a model of greatness. Greatness is 
not about being the first among all. Rather, it is about practicing humility, 
simplicity, and total dependence to God like the little child. The child is a 
clear reflection of Jesus Himself. He is like a little child to His heavenly 
Father.  

Brothers and sisters, 
each of one us has our own 
child and adult side. The adult 
part in us is more ambitious, 
success-driven, goal-
oriented, and proud. But the 
child side in us has less 
interest in ambition, power, 
and success. It is carefree, 
cheerful, and courageous.  

Receiving the child as Jesus had done means accepting the child part of our 
personality. We do not discard the adult part, but we also give a chance for 
the child part to work in us.  In a way that we become less afraid, less 
ambitious, more authentic in our feelings and expressions, and more willing 
to follow Jesus with great joy.  

Jesus said, “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and 
the servant of all” (Mk 9:35). We should not be afraid to be the last, for we 
will be the first.  We should not be discouraged to be the servant of all, for 
that is the key to true greatness. And let us not be afraid to be like little 
children, for that is the way to inherit the kingdom of God  

 
St. Matthew 

 CATECHISM by Br. Cornellius Liewangsa Putra Herman 

 

St. Matthew the Apostle, or St. Matthew the Evangelist, or Levi was 
one of Jesus's 12 apostles. He was a Jew, son Alphaeus, born and raised in 
Palestine in the coastal village of Capernaum sometime in the 1st century. 
There were no clear and evident records of his early life, unless the fact that 
he was a tax collector hitherto (or more accurately, a tax agent or a 

21 
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publicanus) for the Romans, ergo, he was despised by fellow Jews (Matthew 
9:9; 10:3). One day while Matthew was sitting by the customs house in 
Capernaum, Jesus, who were traveling about the Mediterranean road called 
him to be one of his disciples. Henceforth, Jesus gave him a new name, Levi 
becomes Matthew, derived from the Hebrew word ְתָיהּו  (Read: Matityahu) ַמתִּ
for “Gift of the Lord”. 

The Church traditionally 
believed that Matthew composed the 
Gospel of Matthew. He wrote the Gospel 
in Hebrew or Aramaic and used more 
than 130 quotations and allusions of the 
Old Testament for the Jewish people 
with intention to proclaim that Jesus is 
indeed the Messiah. After the ascension 
of Jesus, he proclaimed the Good News 
around Judea, and henceforth, he was 
believed to have preached the Gospel in 
Ethiopia (Africa, precisely around 
southern Caspian Sea), Persia, 
Macedonia, and/or Syria. Little known 
about his death, we are not sure whether his death was natural or he was 
martyred.  

The Latin Church celebrates the feast of St. Matthew on 21 
September, and the Greek Church on 16 November. St. Matthew is often 
depicted under the symbol of a winged man, carrying in his hand a lance as 
a characteristic emblem. He is the patron of accountants, bankers, tax 
collectors, perfumers, and civil servants. 

 
  

St. Pius of Petrelcina  
 CATECHISM by Br. Febrian Martinus Malage 

Saint Pius of Pietrelcina is commonly known 
as Padre Pio. He was born on May 25, 1887, in a small town called Pietrelcina 
in southern Italy, within the Archdiocese of Benevento. St. Padre Pio was a 
Capuchin Franciscan friar from the San Giovanni Rotondo Convent in 
Foggia Italy. From the age of five, Padre Pio was bestowed with the gift of 
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heavenly visions, but also experienced demonic oppression; he saw and 
spoke with Jesus and the Blessed Virgin Mary, as well as with his guardian 
angel. Unfortunately, this heavenly life is accompanied by experiences of 
hell and demons. 

January 6, 1903, sixteen-year-old Saint Padre Pio entered the 
novitiate of the Capuchin Priory in Morcone and on January 22, received the 
Franciscan Habit and received the name, Brother Pio. At the end of the 
novitiate year, Brother Pio took a simple vow, followed by a solemn vow on 
27 January 1907. Due to his poor health, however, after being ordained a 
priest on 10 August 1910 in Benevento Cathedral, Padre Pio had to return to 
live with his family. 

For Padre Pio, 
faith was life: he has 
always willed all things 
and done all things in 
the light of faith. Often, 
he seemed lost in 
fervent prayers. He 
spent the day and most 
of the night in intimate 
conversation with God. 
On September 20, 1918, 

while praying before the Cross in the old chapel, suddenly an angel gave him 
the sacred stigmata, which continued to open and bleed for fifty years. 
Padre Pio was the first priest to receive the stigmata of Jesus Christ. His 
superiors tried to keep the incident a secret, but news soon spread and 
thousands of people flocked to the secluded monastery, both pious and 
curious. In fact, every morning, starting at four in the morning, there are 
always hundreds of people and sometimes even thousands of people 
waiting for him. 

During his fifty years of priesthood, Padre Pio forged an intimate 
union with God through the Holy Eucharist. The most extraordinary thing 
in his life was not the miracles, healing or conversion of people through him, 
but his service at the altar, offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, in which 
he became one with the crucified Christ. Padre Pio sincerely considered 
himself useless, unworthy of God's grace, full of weaknesses and 
shortcomings, but blessed with divine gifts. In the midst of admiration for 
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him, Padre Pio would say, "I just want to be a poor monk praying." From a 
young age, Padre Pio's health was very fragile, and his condition 
deteriorated in the last years of his life. On September 23, 1968, at 2:30 in 
the morning, at the age of eighty-one, death came to him while he was in a 
state of readiness, physically and mentally, and completely at peace. As soon 
as he died, his room was filled with a sweet smell for a time, like the sweet 
smell that emanated from his wounds during his fifty years of suffering. The 
stigmata, however, became no longer visible on his body after his death. 
Padre Pio was proclaimed venerable on 18 September 1997 by Pope John 
Paul II; on 2 May 1999 beatified; and was finally canonized on June 16, 2002 
in Rome, by the same Pope. The Church declares the liturgical feast of St. 
Padre Pio of Pietrelcina to be celebrated on September 23. 
 

Open Yourself  
to Positive Things  

REFLECTION on 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Mk 9:38-43. 45. 47-
48) by Br. Febrian Martinus Malage 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ; The life experienced by 
the apostles with Jesus was a special, memorable, irreplaceable, and 
incomparable experience. This experience was indeed a wonderful 
opportunity for the apostles and for the other disciples who followed Him. 
Through the experience with Jesus, they got a lot of new things, especially 
the grace and power of Jesus himself. The apostles had a closer relationship 
with Jesus. They listened intently when He spoke. This basic experience can 
be used to see the context of John's words to Jesus in today's Gospel 
reading. 

26 
SEPTEMBER 
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In today's Gospel reading, we can see that the Apostle John seemed 
displeased when someone who was not part of the disciples (followers of 
Jesus), cast out demons by using power in the name of Jesus. In John's 
words, it was as if there was a tone of questioning the person's strength and 
eventually protesting against the Lord Jesus. John was expecting a firm 
action from Jesus to prohibit, punish, and condemn the person's actions. 
But what happened was the exact opposite; Jesus rebuked John by saying: 
“Do not prevent him. No one performs a mighty deed in my name who can 
at the same time speak ill of me. For whoever is not against us is for us.”  

My dear brothers and 
sisters in God, whether we 
realize it or not, envy, 
disapproval, jealousy, and 
suspicion, were probably the 
inner emotions that John was 
having at that time. Jealousy is 
a bitter feeling that arises 
when we think someone will 

take something from us. Likewise, the Apostle John, who lived with Jesus 
brought gifts to the apostles. Others who do not follow Jesus are far from 
that gift. Is this a sign of love because as people say, “Jealousy is a sign of 
love.”? Jealousy is not always synonymous with a sign of love. The Bible says 
"love...not jealousy" (1Corinthians 13:4). Sometimes jealousy shows a lack of 
true love. Why is that? Because jealousy can arise from selfish attitudes. We 
treat people like our property. Subconsciously, we try to "print" into them 
what we want. They would not be given the space to move freely. We don't 
like seeing them joking and laughing with other people. These feelings arise 
when we feel ostracized, belittled, and neglected. 

To overcome jealousy there must be mutual trust and love, and we 
should build loyalty to one another, and involve God in all things. And, to 
overcome jealousy that is initiated by hatred, anger, and/or envy, we need 
to learn how to think positively and live-in love. Building positive thoughts 
is not easy because we must first change our perspective and realize God's 
word in our daily life. Why? Because from thoughts come actions. Actions 
that are done repeatedly will become a habit and will eventually form a 
character. So, to form good habits and character, start filling your mind with 
positive and constructive things. Some simple steps we can take to think 
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positively would be; to get rid of worries and negative thoughts; pray that 
God's will is followed in our lives; read and meditate on Word of God; be 
grateful in everything; and be optimistic and believe in God with everything 
we have. 

Departing from John's 
experience, the Lord Jesus invites 
us to continuously cultivate our 
hearts and minds, so that we can be 
more aware of our negative 
tendencies toward others. By being 
aware of this tendency, we can 
further develop a spirit of openness 
and positive thinking both toward others and about everything we 
experience today and every day; so that we can be more aware of the grace 
of God that is always present in every journey of our lives.  

St. Vincent de Paul 
 CATECHISM by Br. Michael S. A. Dileyon 

  

In 1581, in a tranquil village of Pouy, 
France, Vincent de Paul was born to peasant 
farmers, Jean and Bertrande de Moras de Paul. 
He was the third child with three brothers – 
Jean, Bernard and Gayon, and two sisters – 
Marie and Marie-Claudine.  He exemplified a 
talent for literacy early in life. During his 
childhood, he also herded his family's 
livestock. At the age of 15, his father brought 
him to a seminary, managing to pay for it by 
selling the family's oxen. 

St. Vincent received his education at a college in Dax, France. In 
1597, he began his studies in the Faculty of Theology at the University of 
Toulouse. He was ordained as a priest on September 23, 1600, at the age of 
nineteen, in Château-l'Évêque, near Périgueux. 

27 
SEPTEMBER 
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In 1617, he contacted the Daughters of Charity and they then 
introduced him to poor families. St. Vincent then brought them food and 
comfort. He organized wealthy women of Paris to collect funds for 
missionary projects, founded hospitals, gather relief funds for the victims of 
war and to ransom 1,200 galley slaves from North Africa. 

After working for some time in Paris among the imprisoned galley 
slaves, he returned to be the superior of the Congregation of the Mission, 
or the "Vincentians" (in France known as "Lazaristes"). These priests, 
bounded with the vows of poverty, chastity, obedience, and stability, 
dedicated themselves entirely to the poor people in smaller towns and 
villages. 

St. Vincent was zealous in conducting retreats for clergy at that 
time when there was great laxity, abuse, and ignorance among them. He 
was a pioneer in clerical training and was instrumental in establishing 
seminaries. He died in Paris on September 27, 1660. On August 13, 1729 he 
was declared blessed by Pope Benedict XIII. He was canonized nearly eight 
years later by Pope Clement XII on June 16, 1737. His heart is still incorrupt, 
and currently displayed in a reliquary located at the motherhouse chapel of 
the Daughters of Charity in Paris. 

 
St. Lorenzo Ruiz & 
Companions  
 CATECHISM by Br. Aloysius Gonzaga Alfiyando Syahnafi 

 Born into a Chinese-
Filipino Catholic family, on November 28, 
1594, in Binondo, Manila, made St. 
Lorenzo Ruiz receive Bi-lingual teaching 
from his parents, Chinese from his father, 
and Tagalog from his mother. And then 
the Spanish of the Dominican Priests at 
the Binondo church where he served as an 
acolyte and sacristan. 

After being educated by the Dominican friars for a few years, 
Lorenzo earned the title of Escribano (scrivener) because of his skillful 

28 
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penmanship. Lorenzo Luis joined Cofradía del Santísimo Rosario, a Roman 
Catholic Archconfraternity or spiritual association, under the care and 
guidance of the Dominican Order. Lorenzo married a local woman named 
Rosario and had two sons and a daughter. 

In 1636, while working as a clerk for the Binondo Church, Lorenzo 
was falsely accused of killing a Spaniard. Lorenzo sought asylum on board a 
ship with three Dominican priests: Antonio Gonzalez, Guillermo Courtet, 
and Miguel de Aozaraza; a Japanese priest, Vicente Shiwozuka de la Cruz; 
and a lay leper, Lazaro of Kyoto. Lorenzo and his companions sailed for 
Okinawa on June 10, 1636, with the aid of the Dominican fathers. At that 
time, under the rule of Shogun Tokugawa, Japan witnessed massive 
persecution of Christians, so that when the ship Lorenzo and companions 
landed in Okinawa, they were captured by the Japanese and taken to 
Nagasaki. 

In Nagasaki, they were punished and 
tortured using water. A large amount of water 
was forced into their digestive tract until it fully 
reached the throat. Then they were made to lie 
on their back with a long wooden plank on their 
stomach. Then the executioner jumped on the 
wood so that the water in their stomach gushed 
loudly through the mouth, nose, and ears. Not 
only that, The group endured many other various 
cruel methods of torture. 

On September 27, 1637, Lorenzo and his 
companions were taken to Nishizaka Hill, where 
they were tortured by being hung upside-down 
over a pit. This form of torture was known as tsurushi in Japanese or horca 
y hoya ("gallows and pit") in Spanish. After losing a lot of blood and 
suffocation, Lorenzo and Lazaro died on September 29, 1637. Meanwhile, 
the three other surviving Dominican Priests were beheaded. Their bodies 
were burned and their ashes dumped into the Pacific Ocean. 

According to Latin missionary accounts sent back to Manila, 
Lorenzo declared these words upon his death: “Ego Catholicus sum et 
animo prompto paratoque pro Deo mortem obibo. Si mille vitas haberem, 
cunctas ei offerrem”. (I am a Catholic and wholeheartedly do accept death 
for God; Had I a thousand lives, all these to Him shall I offer.) 
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Dominican Blessing 
 

May God the Father bless us, 
may God the Son heal us, 

may God the Holy Spirit enlighten us 
and give us eyes to see with, 

ears to hear with, 
hands to do God’s work with, 

feet to walk with, 
and mouth to preach the word of salvation with, 

and the angel of peace, 
to watch over us and lead us 

at last, by the Lord’s gift, to the kingdom. 
Amen. 
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Your BINHI 

Do you know that BINHI is also available in digital version? 
Go green and click www.manaoagminorbasilica.org/binhi-reflections  
to get the latest issue! 

Always on the move? Don’t worry, we’ve got you covered! 
Stay tuned to 102.7 FM Manaoag Dominican Radio  
for BINHI reflections and catecheses! 

We are open for comments and suggestions 
for the improvement of the BINHI publication.  
Drop a message and let us know! 
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